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Growing with hope; serving with compassion; transforming with humility.

Homework Policy
RATIONALE
At Frisby C of E Primary School we believe that there can be a great benefit in children spending time on learning activities set by teachers to support the work done in class. We feel that this extends the challenge we give to our children and supports these children who would like to continue learning outside of school hours. We recognise, however, that children also have other valuable out of school interests, and hope to ensure that homework will be flexible enough to allow for these activities too. Although homework policies are not statutory, we aim to support families who wish to continue learning at home.
“Homework” is any work or activity completed outside lesson time, either alone, with parents, or others and homework make an important contribution to progress at school.
THE PURPOSE OF HOMEWORK
We see the purpose of homework as being to:
· Develop an effective partnership between school and parents for each child’s education, as children achieve more when teachers and parents work together,
· Consolidate/reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in English and Maths,
· Utilise resources for learning available at home,
· Extend school learning
· Develop confidence, independence and the self-discipline needed for personal study in preparation for secondary school and beyond,
· Provide opportunities for parents and children to work together to enjoy learning experiences
TYPE AND AMOUNT OF HOMEWORK
Given the wide range of purposes of homework, it is clear that the type and amount of homework will be determined by a combination of two key factors: -
1. The purpose of the particular activity.

2. The age, ability and aptitude of the child.

The amount of time spent on homework is perhaps less important than the quality of the tasks set and the way in which they are planned to support learning. There will be increasing emphasis on promoting independence and responsibility as the children progress through the school. Work may be differentiated or take the form of more open-ended investigative tasks. Care will be taken to ensure that the amount set is even and balanced.
The school recommends the following:

	RECOMMENDED WEEKLY TIME ALLOCATION

	
	READING AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

	RECEPTION YEAR
	1 HOUR

	YEARS 1 AND 2
	1 HOUR AND 15 MINUTES

	YEARS 3 AND 4
	1 HOUR AND 30 MINUTES

	YEAR 5 AND 6
	2 HOURS


We feel it is important that after a full and challenging day at school, a period of relaxation and recreation is vital for children’s’ personal, social, moral, spiritual, cultural and physical development. In view of this, it is important for teachers, children, parents and guardians to appreciate that: -
· These are average figures and do not reflect the variation which may occur from day to day or week to week.
· The figures refer to a full and diverse range of ‘home activities’ and not merely formal written exercises.
· The figures should be taken as guidance only and care should be taken not to exceed them on a regular basis.

HOMEWORK TASKS
Listed below, for each age group, are a number of examples and activities that might be given as homework. This is by no means a comprehensive list and is open to constant change, although many of these tasks and activities will be used on a regular basis. Homework activities will change to meet the needs of the children involved and activities that might be taking place in class. All homework activities will have a clear purpose and assist children in the process of their academic development.

	EXAMPLES OF HOME ACTIVITIES
Homework will be sent home either weekly. There will be an explanation of the task, how to do it and when it is due in.

	RECEPTION YEAR

(ABOUT 1 HOUR PER WEEK)
	1. Reading books sent home for children to practise reading.
2. Key words to be learned.

	YEARS 1 AND 2

(ABOUT 1 HOUR AND 15 MINUTES PER WEEK)
	1. Reading books are sent home for children to practise reading.
2. Key words to be learned.
3. Your child will be provided with a piece of English/Maths homework. 
4. Timestable Rockstars for Year 2 from January onwards.

	YEARS 3 AND 4

(1 HOUR AND 30 MINUTES PER WEEK)
	1. Reading books either from school or chosen from home if a free reader.
2. Spellings to learn weekly.
3. Times tables/division facts to practice.
4. Other task to complete that is usually linked to current learning (will typically have an English/Maths focus).

	YEAR 5

(ABOUT 1 HOUR AND 30

MINUTES TO 2 HOURS PER WEEK)
	1. Reading books sent home for children to practise reading.
2. Spellings to learn with strategies shown.
3. Times tables/division facts to practice.
4. Short task with a Maths/English focus linked to the child’s current in-class learning.

	YEAR 6

(2 HOURS PER WEEK)
	1. Regular reading at home.
2. Spellings to learn/ spelling activities.
3. A Maths/times tables related task to enhance their mathematics in school. All children have a Times Table Rockstars logins.
4. Year 6 English/Reading activity linked to class learning.
5. Occasional topic based homework.


NOTES
  Please note the following: 

1. Homework tasks should be balanced throughout the week.

2. Class Dojo is used for communication between home and school so parents/carers can upload photographs or updates on the student portfolio section of Class Dojo to share with their teacher.
3. Homework books are provided for children to record tasks completed at home. 

FEEDBACK 
Feedback about homework should be given to children by their teachers as soon as possible.
· This could be verbal or written, according to the homework task. 
· Parents working with their children at home should aim to give them immediate verbal feedback.
· Parents are invited to give written feedback in their children’s homework book and reading record to inform teachers.

SPECIAL EDUCAT IONAL NEEDS
Generally, it is important that children with special educational needs should do as much in common with other children as possible. However, setting appropriate homework which does not demand too much or too little of them is a task requiring close co-ordination between class teachers, special needs coordinator and parents/guardians. In accordance with the policy for all children, homework tasks should:
· Have a clear focus and time-guideline,
· Give ample opportunities for children to succeed,
· Help develop social as well as other skills where appropriate,
· Be varied, enabling not purely written response,
· Be manageable by teachers, children and parents/guardians.

ROLE OF PARENTS AND GUARDIANS
In general parents are encouraged to:
· Get to know what their child’s homework tasks are each week by reading information provided by the class teacher,
· Provide a suitable space in which children can do their homework, either alone or with the support of an adult or sibling,
· Support children with the organisation of their homework,
· Make it clear to children that they value homework and support the school in explaining how it can help their learning,
· Become actively involved in the homework activities of young children.
· Encourage children and praise them when they have completed homework,
· Expect older children to meet deadlines and check that they have done so,
· Support the school in monitoring children’s homework.
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