	English- Writing
Handwriting will be a clear focus this term, and for those children who are forming their letters correctly, they will be learning to join their handwriting.
We are going to be writing to entertain this half term and will be using ‘Jack and the Beanstalk as a basis for our writing. Key skills and vocabulary such as noun, expanded noun phrases, verbs and adjectives will be revisited and be evident in the children’s written work.
Reading
Like last term, the children will be bringing home their reading books on a Friday, and I would kindly ask that these are returned the following Thursday/Friday. Before giving new books, it is crucial that the old one is returned to school.

The children may also bring home a library book to share with you at home for pleasure, if they choose to do so.
Many of the year 2 pupils will soon be bringing home longer texts once they have read them in school, and so they won’t be expected to bring their books back on a weekly basis. 
	


RE 

Our second unit of RE work is based around the ‘What do Christians believe God is like?’. The children will take part in various learning activities including discussion, drama and art, that will focus on Christians views of God.
PSHE

The theme of our work in PSHE this half term is ‘Valuing Difference’. This focuses on what makes us special but also discusses kindness and ensuring everyone is included.
We will also be taking part in Anti-bullying week which begins on Monday 11th November.  This will include class activities and discussions in collective worship.
	Maths 

We will start the half term by completing our work on addition and subtraction.
We will then move back to taking another look at place value. This series of lessons will build upon the work we looked at during the first half of the autumn term.
To support your child at home, I would recommend going over the basics again….
· Ways of making 10 and 20. This should get to the point where the children have rapid recall of these facts… ideally less than 10 seconds fate being answered!

· Counting in groups of 2, 5 and 10.

· Recall double facts to qt least 10+10. Again, the children should have rapid recall.

· Counting by rote to at least 100

	History

We will begin this terms history work by learning about Remembrance and looking at the significant of the poppy and the significance of why we remember the past.

Walter Tull will be the historical figure that we study next.  This will build upon the children’s understanding from previous learning about his life. They will learn about the difficulties Walter faced during his early life and his success as a footballer. They will learn that Walter was the second Black British professional footballer in the UK and some of the difficulties he faced. They will learn about Walter’s role in World War 1 and why his promotion to Officer was so profound.
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Science –
Senses

As we ran out of time last half term, we will begin our second unit of work which is all about our 5 senses. We will carry out activities that will develop the children’s understanding of why these are so important to us.

	
	
	Art and DT
As we head towards Christmas, we will take some time to create cards and gifts which will include gluing and joining techniques. We will be baking some items too! 
Before that though, we will be making simple windmills. This will help the children to begin to plan, design, make and then evaluate, a structure that is strong and capable of moving.


	Music
With Christmas approaching and the children taking part in the traditional Nativity, we will use our music time to learn sing and learn songs with class 1.
 
	Computing

In our second unit of work, is called ‘Digital Painting’.  The children will be using various paint-based programs to develop their skills when using the mouse. They will be expected to draw using different online tools. The children will also be considering whether they prefer ‘real paint’ or ‘online paint’, and then explain why.  We will of course, be looking at keeping safer whilst online.

	PE 
I will be teaching throwing and catching skills this half term, whilst Kat is developing the children’s gymnastic skills.

Our PE days are Monday and Wednesdays.

Earrings need to be taken out by the children or if this isn’t possible, please provide tape so they can be covered for the lesson.


Homework

I always try to hand homework out on a Monday and would kindly ask that it is returned the following Friday, or before if it is completed. Due to time constraints, I do not mark homework handed in late. The maths/English piece I set should take no more than 20 minutes.
As well as this, the children will be expected to read and learn spellings during the week. I will set spellings on Spelling Shed. Log in’s have been sent out. The spellings match the learning that occurs during daily phonic sessions. Just 5 minutes a day learning spelling can make a big difference to your child.
Can I ask that reading books are returned either on Thursday’s or Fridays please so that I have enough time to change them all over? 
Many thanks
Our school homework policy states the expectations for the children in their respective year groups. I have added this below.
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READING AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

RECEPTION YEAR 1 HOUR
YEARS 1 AND 2 1 HOUR AND 15 MINUTES
YEARS 3 AND 4 1 HOUR AND 30 MINUTES
YEAR 5 AND 6 2HOURS





Please remember to use Dojo if you have any questions or concerns about your child and their learning. I will always answer them as soon as I can.

